The University of Maine

DigitalCommons@UMaine
Maine Town Documents

Maine Government Documents

1918

City of Belfast Mayor's Address the Annual Reports
of the Several Departments and the Receipts and
Expenditures for the Municipal Year 1917-18
Belfast (Me.)

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/towndocs
Repository Citation
Belfast (Me.), "City of Belfast Mayor's Address the Annual Reports of the Several Departments and the Receipts and Expenditures for
the Municipal Year 1917-18" (1918). Maine Town Documents. 1379.
https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/towndocs/1379

This Report is brought to you for free and open access by DigitalCommons@UMaine. It has been accepted for inclusion in Maine Town Documents by
an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@UMaine. For more information, please contact um.library.technical.services@maine.edu.

CITY OF B E L F A S T
MAYOR'S ADDRESS
THE

A N N U A L REPORTS
OF THE SEVERAL DEPARTMENTS
AND THE RECEIPTS AND
EXPENDITURES

FOR THE MUNICIPAL YEAR

1917-18

CITY OF BELFAST
MAYOR'S A D D R E S S
THE

A N N U A L REPORTS
OF THE SEVERAL DEPARTMENTS
AND T H E RECEIPTS AND
EXPENDITURES

FOR THE MUNICIPAL YEAR

1917-18
BELFAST
HERALD JOB PRINT

1918

Contents
Mayor's Address
3
Treasurer's Report
10
Auditor's Report
20
Tax Collector's Report
22
Report of Committee of Finance, Accounts and Claims.. 23
Property owned by City
2G
Report of School Committee.
29
Report of Supervisor of Music
-10
Schools, Teachers and Residences
42
Report of Belfast Free Library
50
Report of Librarian
54
Chief Engineer's Report
..
62
Milk Inspector's Report
..
...
64
Report of City Marshal
65
Report of Trustees of Cemetery
66
Report of Supt. of Grove Cemetery . .
68
Report of City Solicitor
73
Report of Inspector of Buildings
74
Report of Board of Health
75
Report of Sealer of Weights and Measures
76
City Government 1918-19
77
City Officers
78
Ward Officers
80

MAYOR'S ADDRESS
Gentlemen of the City Council:—
It is the custom for the incoming Mayor to deliver to
the City Government an address. This has become perhaps
more a matter of form than otherwise, yet in a measure, I
suppose, it outlines to the public the general policy and ideas
of the new City Government.
The people are, however, more interested in what we
do this year than in what we say here todav. Phrases have
little value unless followed by beneficial deeds. I trust this
City Government will be one of action rather than words,
and that of unbiased and independent action. By independent action I do not mean the ignoring of the wishes, advice
and counsel of others, but that our decisions shall be wholly
non-partisan, without fear or favor, and at all times our best
judgment of facts and conditions, as we see them, for the
City's highest and best welfare.
The principle nn w^ich this C\t^r Council has been chosen, that of non-partisanship, I have believed in for a long
time, and, to my mind, it is correct. I sincerely hope that
the result of our labors this year will justify and perpetuate
this principle in the selection of future City Governments.
However we may differ good naturedly in County, City
and National politics, certainly in the elementary unit as a
Town or City, we are as one family, interested only in one
result, that the best for our City. As the members of a family may differ in political policies, yet to the limit are united
for the success of their home, so also with the citizens of a
Town or City the same purposes should obtain. As a City,
Belfast is simply a large social and business co-partnership,
with a capital invested of $3,000,000, in which all of our peo-
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pic are partners. The Mayor and City Council are the
President and Directors of this organization. Politics, therefore, should be omitted from the selection of the officers or
direction of its affairs.
We are undertaking the City's guardianship at a time
fraught with unusual difficulties: wages are high and laborscarce. There are exceptional expenditures which cannot
be further delayed without exceptional hazard to our City.
Our Nation is at War. The Central Government is admonishing the smaller sub-divisions of States, Counties and Cities to confine their expenditures entirely to necessities, that
all possible funds may be accumulated and saved for helping on the progress of the War. We notice this warning is
being heeded by Cities and Towns in our neighboring States.
At such a time it is the first duty of every community and of
every citizen to conduct all operations as much in harmony
with the Government's needs as "conditions will permit.
In the planning of our expenditures, we must keep these
facts in mind; nevertheless, it is necessary to spend some
money, that the wheels of progress and commerce may be
kept in motion to accumulate those funds to be used for the
Government's aid. If we allow our roads to become unsatisfactory, our streets unattractive, our sidewalks dangerous,
our sewerage neglected, our fire protection inadequate, to
use an old adage, we are "killing the goose that lays the golden egg." Our business activity must be encouraged to
such a degree as will insure incentive for accumulation and
success.
Under the City Charter, the Mayor and Aldermen are the
executive heads of the City, charged with the responsibility
to see that all plans, decrees and orders of the City Council
are honestly and efficiently executed, and that the City receives a dollar in value for every dollar expended. Nor
does the fact that we receive none or slight compensation
for our labors in any degree relieve or excuse us from giving
the best we have. A personal pride in success and a final
well done'' is the highest remuneration of any representa-
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tive or employee. Paid or unpaid, every man is called upon
to give the best he can on any job or in any position accepted.
What we require of ourselves, wc likewise shall demand of all
City employees. No man should wish to render less; if so,
he is unworthy of the price paid, however small, and should
immediately be dropped from the City's payroll. It is our
duty to see that he is.
During the active season the usual monthly meetings
of the City Council are not sufficient for the most efficient
administration of the City's business. Therefore, I most
earnestly urge that at least the executive officers, the Board
of Aldermen, and the active committees meet between sittings of the City Council at such stated times as may be arranged for the consideration of current affairs.
Efficiency in operation is my hobby and I have no doubt
in this we shall not at all disagree. In fact, I expect that in
all acts of the City Council, both in the selection of officers
and in the direction of the City's affairs, there will be that
spirit of co-operation, give and take, consideration for the
opinions of others, that will make our decisions practically
unanimous at all times. That man is pigheaded or a fool
who will not change his mind when seeing something better
to adopt. We thrive on the adaptation to our own uses of
the thoughts and ideas of others.
It is useless for me to enter into a discussion of the City's
several departments. You all have well-formed opinions
on these subjects. If for one thing more than another we are
elected, we are perhaps more particularly called into office to
take up the consideration and adjustment of the railroad
question. Our larger bond issue of $477,000 secured by
the stock of the railroad comes due Aug. 15 of this year and
should not be permanently refunded until the railroad release is effected. The temporary refunding of this loan must
be handled as conditions will best permit. We believe the
people expect us first to find out what the railroad is earning, is worth, and then arrange a re-lease on such terms as
seem to us just to both contracting parties. We hope to be
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able to lay before the City Council at once plans for the carrying out of this duty.
We all desire to see Belfast expand and grow, to see the
trade rightfully belonging to Belfast remain here. Belfast
certainly has the natural advantages for expansion and
growth and we shall deem it a privilege if to be in any degree
an instrument toward the encouraging of such results.
It is the duty of the City Government to think and
study as to how they can help in making Belfast bigger, better and more prosperous. We are prosperous now, but we
wish to be more: so. Can we not keep our boys and girls at
home and draw others in to build up added industries instead
of sending them away to build up other cities?' New industries from without are good but added industries from within
are better. Should not every encouragement be extended to
our fanner boys to stay with the farm and fit themselves for
their vocation? It requires as much common sense, ability
and skill to operate a farm successfully as any other business.
A prosperous farming community, means a prosperous Belfast. In these features the Board of Trade and City Government can act together and be of mutual assistance. Let us
all then, individual, farmer, merchant, Board of Trade and
City Government, get our shoulders to the wheel and push
forward with a punch.
As a means to the accomplishment of progress and
growth, our City Schools should be of the highest standard
possible, inviting people seeking a place where they may
economically educate their children to locate here. Our
sidewalks should be improved as fast as our finances will permit; our sewerage extended each year; our streets made attractive ; our roads, particularly the main lines of connection
with the outside world, made as passable as possible. Excepting for our schools, in our highway department is where
our largest expenditure occurs. I think we all agree that surfacing with gravel is the best method of procedure consistent with our finances and climate, if not indeed the best for
our climate regardless of finances. I believe this City Gov-
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eminent is unanimous that the expense of permanent grading should be undertaken only when to be immediately followed and preserved by a gravel surfacing.
It may not be out of place to mention here the working
relation of our State and City in Highway Construction,
which I think perhaps is not fully understood by people in
general. The road from the Belmont line to the Searsport
line, excepting for the City limits, has been designated by
the State a trunk line. The road from Vine street to the
Waldo line is State Aid road. These two strips of road aggregating about ten or eleven miles are under State patrol.
Having this patrol is optional with the City. If the patrol
is accepted, the State will appropriate $300 towards its maintenance, $200 additional per mile maintenance on the State
road on the trunk line, and $100 per mile maintenance, on the
State Aid Road on the Waldo or State Aid line. The City
is required to contribute for patrol expense the same ratio
per mile for the number of miles that it appropriates for its
unimproved highways. If the City does not accept the patrol, it loses these special State Aids.
The State also this year will contribute dollar for dollar
with the City toward the building of State Aid road. Heretofore the State has contributed 7.5c. against the $1.00 by
the City. In case any City or Town will double their appropriations in one year, the State will contribute for the additional appropriation 2~>% more, or $1.25 for each dollar b y
the City.
The City of Belfast is entitled to appropriate for State
Aid road, $1,333.33. The State this year will contribute as
much more. Should we appropriate a second amount of $1,333,3a the State would contribute 125% of that, or $1,777.77,
an ap] rof nation,'therefore, by the City of $2,066.66 would
insure an assistarce frcm the State of $3,111, a total available fund of $5,777.00 for State Aid Highway. I am merely
citing the possibility for our information and consideration.
Under and any all circumstances, however, we must equip
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ourselves with every means possible to accomplish a most
economical expenditure of our highway funds.
The rate charged for insurance on dwellings under hydrant protection should have immediate attention. When
the new insurance classification was applied to Maine by the
New England Insurance Exchange in the fall of 1916, Belfast was placed under Class D. We needed then a few more
points only to change us into Class C. which would reduce
the dwelling insurance cost 2'/"0. Some of that shortage
was scored by the housing of the City team in the firemen's
department and the acquiring of the new fire engine. We
should invite the New England Insurance Exchange to send
at once a representative here for further consideration of
the situation. We understand Camden has but recently
been raised to Class C. I think it would be advisable
to meet such additional requirement as may be necessary to place us in Class C as early as possible, thus obtaining for our people the saving in insurance cost.
Workman's Compensation Insurance has cost the City
$1 ,.'104.42 in the past two years,whereas the loss to the Insurance Company has been but $7.00. I believe this risk should
be assumed by the City and that by so doing the City would
accomplish a great saving. Out of i s of our largest cities
and towns, not including Belfast, we find only 4 purchase
this insurance, 14 assuming the risk. Rockland advises that
the past two years would have cost them approximately $2,~
000, whereas their expenditure for losses have been but
$65.00, a saving of $1,!Kj:> 00.
I would suggest that the sum of S2O0 be appropriated
for Insurance loss and held for that purpose. In our opinion if future appropriations of a like amount should be made
each year until the sum totals $3,000, the accumulation on
this amount thereafter would be amply sufficient to maintain
the city against further expense on account of this risk.
I would recommend that the City Report for the past
year be printed at once and in sufficient numbers that one
may be left at or mailed to every house in the City. Our
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people in general should be encouraged to better understand
the City's financial condition and general plan of management. I >ould recommend also that our Superintendent of
Schools be asked to see that our Reports are introduced into;
our High School and that at least all graduates each year be
required to be able to analyze intelligently the City's Financial Trial Balance.
I would suggest that we ask the Tax Collectors to kindly
favor us at once with a full list of unpaid taxes that we may
thoroughly understand the financial condition of the City
under which we begin; that the City Treasurer be required to
provide from time to time for our monthly meetings an u p to-date statement of the City's Trial Balance; that all City
purchases be made thru a purchasing committee by requisition ; and finally that our rate of taxation this year be placed
as low as possible consistent with the City's economic r e quirements as heretofore outlined.
There are extra outlays this year which cannot be deferred and which must necessarily be reflected in the tax rate,
such as the extensive repairs necessary for our two large
bridges and the added interest cost on our bonded debt. The
rate of taxation last year was not sufficient to meet the current expenses.
It is with an earnest and fair consideration of all these
problems which pertain to the administration of the present
year that we enter upon our work.
CLEMENT

W.

WESCOTT,

Mayor.

Treasurer's Report
Belfast, Maine, March 4, 1918.
T o THE HONORABLE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COUNCILMEN
OF THE CITY OF BELFAST, MAINE :

•Gentlemen -—
I herewith submit my annual report as City Treasurer showing the receipts and expenditures for the municipal year ending this date, the condition of the Trust funds
and the Final Trial Balance.
Respectfully submitted,
S. A. PARKER,

City Treasurer.
City of Belfast, Maine, in Account with
S. Augustus Parker, City Treasurer, 1917.
Account of Receipts and Expenditures as follows:
RECEIPTS.

11917 Taxes
1916 Taxes
1914 Taxes
Temporary Loans
State of Maine School and Mill Fund
Common School Fund
Dog License Refunded

$ 6S 8S4
938
67
36 000
3 780
4 967
196

11
63
16
00
80
82
01
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R. R. and Tel. Tax
Free High School
Free Library Stipend
State Highway
State Pensions
Burial of Soldiers
State Paupers
School Tuitions
Text Books and Supplies
Insurance School Fire
Redemption of Property
Interest on same
Interest
Highway Account
Sewer Assessments
Sale of Cemetery Lots
Cemetery Perpetual Care Funds
Library Fines, Cards, etc.,
Support Foreign Poor
Thos. H. Alarshall Post G. A. R.
Dividends B. M. L. R. R. Co.
Contingent Account
Licenses
Fire Department
Sale of Hay City Park
Annabel Swan Kelley Fund
State of Maine, acct. Domestic Animals
Town of Brooks
Town of Northport

6 140
500
92
49
1 440
175
795
971
2
1 354
392
18
48
237
215
368
1 000
150
112
25
IS 611
49
27
45
10
1 000
529
51
47

98
00
57
95
00
00
60
51
57
19
31
67
91
65
00
00
00
56
77
00
36
53
00
S2
00
00
50
75
00

r.125
476
.17
162
122

72
86
60
42
62

TRUST FUND INCOME.
Wilson Fund
Hazeltine Fund
Annabel Swan Kelley Fund
George W. Field Fund
Albert Boyd Otis Fund

12
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McClintock Fund
Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund

240 00
571 48
$151 814 33

EXPENDITURES.

Temporary Loans
State of Maine State Highway
Patrolled Highway
State Pensions
State Tax
Interest
Highway Contracts
Cemetery Perpetual Care Funds
Support Foreign Poor
Thos. H. Marshall PostG. A. R.
Coupons Bond Account
Mayor's Orders, Accounts payable
Contingent Account
Fire Department
Brown Tail Moth Ext.
Sewer Account
Memorial Building
Mothers' Dependent Relief Account
Soldiers' Dependent Relief Account
County Tax
Donation to Belfast Band
Donation Belfast Yacht Club
Public Safety Committee
Annabel Swan Kelley Fund
Library, interest on bond
Overdraft 1916

29 500 00
1 333 00
561 17
3 168 00
19 716 46
874 32
3 209 25
I 000 00
.112 77
100 00
23 600 00
56 987 30
1 25
1 527 24
123 15
16 00
895 00
493 48
S10 50
5 089 53
200 00
50 00
320 00
1 000 00
7 16
76 65
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TRUST FUND INCOME.
EXPENDITURES.

Hazeltine Fund
George W. Field Fund
Albert Boyd Otis Fund
McClintock Fund
Cash to balance

50
162
7
240
582

00
-12
67
00
01

$151 814 33
Respectfully submitted,
S. A. PARKER,

City Treasurer 1917.

Trial Balance of the City of Belfast
as of March 4, 1918.
ASSETS.

B. M. L. R. R. Co. Stock
$500 000 00
73 451 80
Trust Funds
100 910 46
City Deficiency
Tax Deeds
!1 1 483 34
1 300 00
City Team
Sewer Assessments
490 00
6 50
3 279 84
Due from Swahville
Due from State:
493 48
Dependent Relief for Mothers
Soldiers' Dependents
810 50
1 728 00
Pensions
454 98
3 486 96
Paupers and Misc.

TREASURER'S REPORT
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Due from Ralph Hayford
Taxes, 1914
1916
1917
Cash

78 97
510 70
73 91
10 349 13

10 933 74
527 01
$692 668 78

LIABILITIES.

Bonded Debt
$ 590
Trust Funds
Cemetery Perpetual Care fund $
407 14
Free Lib. Income Acct.
1 676 35
Investments
73
71 368 31
Street Sprinkling
464 50
Brown-tail Moth Fund
304 95
Cemetery
17 21
Belfast Library
245 79
Free High School
578 82
General School Purposes
1 066 06
1
Dog Licenses
91 00
Water Supply
200 00
Accts. Payable
4 708 65
Coupons
9 540 00
Loans
12 000 00
26

000 00

451 80
769 45
263 00
644 88

539 65

$692 668 78
Signed:

S. A. PARKER,

City Treas.

UNEXPENDED AND OVERDRAWN APPROPRIATIONS
lApproprintiona

State Tax
County Tax
Bonded Interest
Int. on Temporary Loans
Water Supply
Fire Department
Police Department
Pauper Account
Memorial Building
Street Lighting
B. T. Moth Expense
Discount on Taxes
City Team Expense
City P a r k
Contingent and Salaries
Highways and Bridges
Sidewalks
Sewers

School Contingent

$19 716 46
5 089 53
5 000 00
500 00
500 00
4 500 00
2 300 00
' 2 800 00
2 000 00
4 850 00
500 00
1 200 00
1 200 00
200 00
5 000 00
8 000 00
1 000 00
450 00

F700 00

Miaoellaneoua
Receipts

$23 511 36
67 58
45 82
163 12

10 00
63 84
3 239 17

Total
Amount

Diabursements

$19 716 46
5 089 53
28 511 36
567 58
500 00
4 545 82
2 300 00
2 963 12
2 000 00
4 850 00
500 00
1 200 00
1 200 00
210 00
5 063 84
11 239 17
1 000 00
450 00

$19 716 46
5 089 53
IS 971 36
874 32
200 00
5 112 31
2 452 82
3 120 48
2 297 12
4 839-70
246 70
864 29
1 274 45

-¥, 700 00

861 05

Unexpended
Balancea

Overdrawn
Balances

$9 540 00
$

300 7

300 (10
560
152
157
207

4
8
3
1

10 30
253 30
335 71
74 4
210 00

9 345 04
11 448 46
1 051 05
484 97

4 281
209
51
34
161

2
2
0
9
0

UNEXPENDED AND OVERDRAWN APPROPRIATIONS—(Continued)
Appropriations

Text Books and Supplies
School Superintendent
Repairs and Insurance
General School Purposes
Medical Examinations
Free High School

$2 0 0 0
600
1 200
8 400
100
4 500

00
00
00
00
00
00

Miscellaneous
Receipts
2 57
1 354 HI
1) 533 43
1 320 77

Total
Amount
2 002
600
2 554
17 033
. 100
5 820

57
00
HI
43
011
77

Disb uraementa
o 23S
600
o 138
16 867
50
5 241

40
00
97
37
0(1
95

Unexpended
Balances

05

Overdrawn
Balances
2 3 5 81

415 22
1 066 06
50 00
5 7 8 82

fa
K

>

'S.
C
Pi

po

Unexpended Balance
Overdrafts
Net Unexpended Balance

$12 759 40
6 528 37
$6 231 03

m
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TRUST FUNDS MARCH 4, 1918
Schedule

On Hand
March g, 1917

Income
Received

Income
Withdrawn

On Hand
March 4, 1918

NATHANIEL W I L S O N F U N D

SO shares B. &- M . R . R . s t o c k Cert. No,
$22,000 Memorial Hall Bonds Nos.
1,000 Clyde S. S. Co. Bond No. 2621
(Part Ownership)

$ 8 000 00

22 000 00
914 36

$30 914 36

$925 72

$925 72

$30 914 30

8 645 00

476 86

426 86

8 695 00

PAUL R. H A Z E L T I N E LIBRARY F U N D

2,000 Clyde S. S. Co. Bonds Nos. 2460,
2620
1,000 Clyde S. S. Co. Bond No. 2621,.
(Part Ownership)

2 000 00
85 64

4,000 Lewiston & Auburn Elec. Co.
Bonds Nos. 524-25026027

4 000 00

2,000 El Reno and Oklahoma Bonds
Nos. 167-168

2 000 00

500 Second Liberty Loan 4's No. 116,769
Deposit of $500 in City N a t ' l Bank
changed t o Second Liberty Loan Bond
Deposited Belfast Savings BanJ£

500 00

59 36

TRUST FUNDS MARCH 4, 1918—(Continued)
Schedule

FRED G.

On Hand
March 8, 1917

Income
Received

oo
Income
Withdrawn

On Sand
March 4, 1918

W H I T E LIBRARY FUND

5,000 City of Vancouver Bonds 4,'i's
Nos. S22-23-24-25-2G
Deposited Belfast Savings Bank

S4 G2.r, 00
375 00

H

$r> ooo oo

$5 000 00

73

a

>

G I F T OF ANNABEL SWAN K E L L E V IN
MEMORY OF WILLIAM B.

73

SWAN

73

1,000 3J^ C Q Liberty Loan Bond No.
.599,308
GEORGE W. FIELD LIBRARY F U N D
INCOME ACCOUNT FUND

1 000 00
2 000 00
1 5S2 79

Schedule of Investments
2,000 American Telephone Bonds
Nos. 3040-7490
1,000 U. S. Steel 5% Bond No. 17GG39
Deposited Belfast Savings Bank """

1 758 00
1 000 00
824 79

L7 50

5S2 79

•102 42

$17 50

1 000 00

3 745 21

73
M
"0
O
SO
-i

TRUST FUNDS MARCH 4, 1918—(Continued)
Schedule

On Hand
Maroh 8, 1917

Income
Received

Income
Withdrawn

On Hand
March 4, 1918

ALBERT BOYD O T I S LIBRARY F U N D

Schedule of Investments
3,000 U. S. Liberty Loan 4's Bonds
Nos. 625297-98-99

$3 000 00

Deposited in Belfast Savings Bank

35 89

C E M E T E R I E S PERPETUAL CARE F U N D

$122 62

$114 95

571 48

582 17

$3 043 56

13 535 76
378 (i()

Income Account

13 914 36
Deposited in Belfast Savings Bank
Received during the year
(additional principal)
MCCLINTOCK

1 150 00

15 053 67

FUND

Deposited in City National Bank
Total

6 000 00

6 000 J ) 0

$71 092 40

$73 451 80

Auditor's Report
Belfast, Maine, March 11th, 1918.
To the Mayor, Aldermen and Common Council of the City
of Belfast, Maine.
Gentlemen:—
I herewith submit my report as Auditor of the City of
Belfast, Maine, for the year of March 1917 to March 1918.
Respectfully,
THOMAS W. LOTHROP, Auditor.

ACCOUNT

Contingent
Highways
,
Bridges
Sidewalks
Sewers, . . .
Fire Department
Police Department
Free Library
Paupers
State Paupers
State Patrol System
Burial of Soldiers and Soldiers' Widows
Town Paupers, Swanville, Me.. .
Orono, Me
Palermo, Me
Castine, Me

AMOUNT

...
_...

$ 5 205 12
5 2S0 63
662 83
1 104 00
452 02
3 610 07
2 471 92
1 901 38
2 864 10
486 48
49 89
210 00
6 50
4 50
3 55
26 99

CITY OF BELFAST

Maintenance of City Building
Maintenance of City Team
Street Lights
Street Sprinkling
Machinery & Equipment
Machinery & Equipment Repairs
Superintendent of Schools
Teachers, High School
Teachers Elementary Schools
General School Purposes
'.
High School
School Transportation
School Contingent
Free Text Books & Supplies
School Repairs & Insurance
School Charity
Cemeteries
Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund
Liability Insurance
..........
Medical Examination
Brown Tail Moth
Total Roll of Accounts

21

1 309 S2
1 272 45
4 839 70
21S 00
24 37
2S1 21
600 00
4 317 94
11 33(i 49
2 867 95
1 019 94
2 170 00
795 4S
2 109 63
2 295 67
6S So
516 94
5S2 17
535 44
50 00
148 55
$61 700 58

Auditor's Note".—Auditor's report covers only bills
which have actually been on the roll of accounts and does not
include any bills which have been passed by the City government on the Mayor's orders as such bills are independent of
the auditor.
THOS. W. LOTHROP, Auditor.

Tax Collector
We have examined the books and accounts of the Tax
Collector for 1917, and have checked up the cash paid City,
balance uncollected (including cash on hand), and other
credit items to balance his accounts, and find them to be correct.
Signed:
A. M. LOTHROP,
H. S.

MCKEEN.

Finance Committee.

Report of Committee on Finance*
Accounts and Claims

To THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COMMON COUNCIL OF THE
CITY' OF BELFAST, MAINE :
GENTLEMEN :—-

We have verified the books, accounts and trust funds of
the City Treasurer as represented by the final Trial Balance
and have destroyed, by burning, cancelled coupons from.
Bonded Debt as follows:
BELFAST COUPON ACCOUNT.

M.5rch 11, 1918.
Balance to coupon account March
5, 1917
$ 220 00
Deposits made as follows:
April 18, 1917
May 5, 1917
Aug. 16, 1917
Sept. 5, 1917
Dec. 12, 1917
Mar. 5, 1918

$9
2
5
44
2

540 00
240 00
000 00
360 00
260 00
200 00
$23 820 00

24

R E P O R T OF F I N A N C E C O M M I T T E E ,

ETC.

Coupons paid as follows:
Due Aug. 1911!
.. $ 160 00
Feb. 1917 .. .. 9 520 00
May, 1917
. .
2 260 00
Aug. 1917
. .
9 4S0 00
Nov. 1917
. .
2 260 00
$23 680 00
Balance to coupon account March 11th, 19IS

$

140 00

COUPONS OUTSTANDING.

Feb.
Feb.
Aug.
Feb.
Aug.

15, 190S
15, 1915
15, 1916
15, 1917
15, 1917

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

39*
ISO
457
457
47-130-457

$20 00
20 00
20 00
20 00
60 00

$140 00

During the year, acting on the suggestion of the City
Treasurer, the City Council authorized a change in the methods of accounting, and this change has been effected, much to
the advantage of the municipality, we believe.
By the system now installed it should be a simple matter for any one to determine in a very few minutes, the condition of each or all of the City appropriations, and the exact
financial condition of the City.
We feel sure that our citizens will appreciate this more
and more as they give it careful consideration.
Your committee would most earnestly request that the
incoming administration at the very beginning of the municipal year take up the matter of a Purchasing Department, and
that the departmental heads secure their supplies through
requisitions of the Purchasing Committee, instead of making
purchases themselves on the credit of the City. We feel
sure that the creation of this purchasing department will be
of much financial advantage to our City.
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Your Committee also earnestly advocates that an assistant be allowed in this most important department who
will not only represent the Furchasing Committee but also
the City Clerk, City Treasurer and Tax Collector, and would!
suggest combining the office of City Clerk with that of assistant with salary adequate to enable him to devote his undivided attention to the City's affairs, resulting in the City's
books being at all times kept posted up to date. We feel assured if this change were made and tried out for a year the
results would satisfy every citizen of the wisdom of the arrangement.
A. M.

LOTHROP,

IL

MCKEEN.

S.

Finance Acct. & Claims.

Property Owned by the City
of Belfast
FIRE DEPARTMENT.

CHEMICAL N O .

House and
Chemical Tank
Chemical Hose
Ladder Truck
Ladders

1.

fittings

$500
200
25
25
50

00
00
00
00
00

$800 00
SEASIDE HOUSE

House and furnishings
Hose wagon
S0O ft. hose
2 pipes
14 spanners
14 coats and hats
2 ladders
2 lanterns
:2 extinguishers
1 axe
1 bar
4 straps
2 wrenches

$

.
,
,
,

500 00
200 00
400 00
50 00
3 50
25 00
25 00
2 00
20 00
1 50
50
2 00
4 00
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1 reel
1 pung

25 00
50 00

1 Y
2 gates

$1 308 50
15 00
30 00
$1 353 50
CENTRAL STATION.

1 steamer
1 hose wagon
1 hose wagon
1 ladder truck
1 hose reel
1 gasoline engine
370 foot ladder
2,000 ft. hose, 1st class
1500 feet hose, 2nd class
1,000 feet hose, fair
400 feet hose, sewer
6 pipes
14 tips
8 lanterns
3 axes
1 bar
3 hooks
5 extinguishers
25 spanners
6 straps
.•
35 coats
40 hats
1 expander
Fire alarm
Battery Room
Switch Board .'

..

$1 500
220
200
200
25
200
370
1 000
600
2.30

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

150
50
16
5

00
00
00
00

50
5
3
90
30
25

00
00
00
00
00
00

400 00
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Outside wire and
Boxes
Whistle machine . .
Bells
Auxiliary system
5 gates
3 Ys . ..
2 play pipes
7 wrenches
1 smoke mask
1 deluge set
1 holder

fixtures

300
800
300
65
100
75
45
40
14

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

125 00
15 00

Report of School Committee
To THE HONORABLE THE MAYOR AND CITY.COUNCIL:

In tendering its annual report, the School Committee
herewith submits the detailed reports of the Superintendent,
Principal of the High School and Teacher of Music. It is
regretted that owing to the change of Superintendents it is
impossible to give a more detailed account of the work done
but it is a pleasure to be able to state that notwithstanding
the numerous interruptions the work in the schools has been
fully as efficient as in previous years.
In conformity with the advice of his physician, Mr. Wm.
B. Woodbury who has served the city so efficiently as Superintendent, asked to be released from his contract that he
might move his family to an inland location. Although it
came at a most inopportune time, his son's health was such
that it was felt best to grant his request and accordingly he
has moved to Farmington, Me., where he has charge of the
Farmington-Wilton District. In his place, we were extremely fortunate in securing the services of Edward E.Roderick, A. M., who came to us highly recommended by the
State Department of Schools. Mr. Roderick has had
both exceptional technical training and much successful experience as superintendent and has taken up his work here
in a manner that promises most gratifying results.
There have been rather more than the usual changes in
personnel of the teaching force. Owing to the draft, we were
delayed in securing both principal and sub-master of the
High School but were eventually so successful that we regret neither the trouble nor the delay.
Last Spring the McLellan school building was damaged
by fire but fortunately it was so near the end of the term that
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we could make temporary repairs that enabled us to carry
on the school work with a minimum of interference with the
service. In the summer vacation it was thoroughly repaired within the amount allowed by the insurance companies
and is now better adapted for school purposes than ever
before. That, however, is but slight praise. The extreme
cold weather at the beginning of the calendar year did considerable damage by the freezing of water pipes, etc., and
caused the closing of the schools for a week.
Having in mind the financial condition of the city, it is
not deemed necessary to say more than that the absolute
necessity of a new building for the schools now housed on the
Common should be kept continually in mind and provision
made for it at the very earliest possible moment. The other
buildings are now in such condition that a comparatively
small annual expenditure will keep them in good condition.
It is thought that there is fuel enough to warm the buildings
until there is relief from the fuel stringency.
Owing to the increase in the number of pupils living in
the Hayford District and the difficulty of transportation it
was thought best to recommend the re-opening of the school
there which has been done. Although the average attendance may be so small that the Committee would be obliged
to close the school its continuance is probably the easiest solution of the problem, as the children are so widely scattered
as to render economical transportation impossible. If such
should prove to be the case, you will be asked to order its
continuance.
One of the most perplexing questions that confront us
is that of transportation; the unprecedented advances in the
prices of grain and feed have greatly increased the cost of
the service and it is impossible to see how it can be cut. The
health and lives of the children can not be entrusted to irresponsible drivers and to secure the class of men we wanted
has cost much money. This, with the price of fuel, has rendered it impossible for us to equalize the salaries of the teachers as we had hoped to do. In our estimates for the ensuing
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year, we shall ask for such a sum as will enable us to make
this much needed and long promised advance. With the
cost of everj' item entering into the cost of living advancing
constantly it is impossible to expect the grade teachers to
continue for what we have been paying them.
A most gratifying phase of our condition is the fact that
although our school population is diminishing, the attendance at the High School is constantly increasing, thus showing that the efforts to .give a thorough education is appreciated
and utilized.
Under the law passed at the last session of the legislature empowering the State Superintendent of Public Schools
to establish and re-arrange union supervisory districts (such
as has existed between Belfast and Searsport) the State Department announced that it had included Islesboro in the
union with Belfast and Searsport. While, under ordinary
circumstances, it would have been a pleasure to be associated
with Islesboro, yet the fact that the boat schedule was such
that it would take two days' time of the Superintendent to
give Islesboro one day's supervision obliged us to protest
against this decision and we have the Department's statement that the Belfast-Searsport District will be allowed to
stand as it has been. The Department has a conference
here on March 12 and while, as stated above, they have announced their decision, it is possible this matter may come
up again. If it does, no possible steps will be left untaken
to secure the continuance of the union that proved so satisfactory to all concerned.
Respectfully submitted in behalf of the School Committee.
CHAS. S. BICKFORD,

Chairman pro. tern.
To THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE OF THE CITY OF BELFAST:

I herewith submit my first annual report as Superintendent of the Public Schools of this City. It is only a m a t -
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ter of a very few days since I have come to this field and I
cannot give you, at this time, an extended report of the condition and progress of your school system.
On coming to Belfast, I found a corps of very efficient
and energetic teachers and principals, ready to do faithful
work and willing to co-operate heartily for the welfare of the
schools. No changes whatever, in the plan of work already followed out, has been nfede. My efforts have been to
•get familiar with the organization and methods now in use.
I believe this a good opportunity, however, to consider some
of the educational problems which confront us.
RETARDATION.

Perhaps no phase of any educational system needs more
careful consideration than that of retardation.
The efficiency of any school system, to any degree, depends upon its
adaptation to the needs of the children which it serves. The
highest value from such a system is realized, only when a
child has received every benefit possible, within the limits of
his ability and the time spent in school. A number of chil• dren each year fail to make their grade, which indicates that
•they are not receiving as much benefit from their course as
'chey should. In every school system we find a greater number of children in the lower grades than we do in the upper
grades. This is largely due to retardation and elimination.
A close study reveals that many pupils are above the normal
age for the grades they are in. Some of this retardation can*
be explained from the point of poor health, defective vision,
adenoids, late entrance, irregular attendance, bad environmental conditions, poor teaching and unnecessary discouragements. The change in our grade system to semi-annual
promotions is an agency already at work to re n 3 i y this defect. The kindergarten of which I will speak later in this report will help as much as any one thing to assist in rectifying
this condition.
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I will mention three very definite means which we could
well adopt that would aid to correct the grading.
First, individual medical examination of every pupil.
This will reveal many physical defects that are the cause ofretardation. It is generally true that the physically defective are below grade.
Second, the establishment of an ungraded room in the
hands of a competent teacher. This would enable pupils who
temporarily fall below grade to have the aid of an expert in
recovering the lost ground.
Third, the introduction of kindergartens to prepare t h e
pupils for the first grade of work.
SEMI-ANNUAL PROMOTIONS.

The system of semi-annual promotion has been in operation for sometime. The plan is to promote at the middle of
the school year those who are mentally able to do successful^
work in the next grade. This form of promotion is not without its dangers and the utmost care should be taken. The
following should be considered as a basis for promotion.
First, that the pupil be a normal child in physical development and in good health.
Second, that the pupil have regular habits of study:
Third, that the pupil's record show that the pupil be a
consistent student.
Fourth, that the pupil be somewhat in advance of his
grade in mental development.
Students who have to be tutored in order to make the
next grade, students who are making just normal progress
and those who will make extra effort in order to obtain the
promotion and then relapse, once the promotion is obtained,
should not receive a semi-annual promotion. Great injustice can be done to any pupil who is placed in a grade for
which he is not mentally equipped.
The idea of semi-annual promotion, then, is to allow
each student to progress as rapidly as is consistent with his
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mental capacity. During the year we shall plan to watch
carefully all those who have received the double promotion
and from this determine what value such a plan will be to
our system.
UNGRADED ROOMS.

Ungraded rooms should be established in the Pierce and
McLellan schools. In these rooms an attempt could be
made to render special individual attention to all who are
"misfits, " i . e . , those who do not belong in any grade.
The ungraded room is frequently confused with a room
for backward children, which some systems have. But the
ungraded room should be for the purpose of assisting those
who are a little ahead of their grade to make the next grade,
as well as, to assist the backward child to keep up with his
regular work. Such a room should be in charge of a thoroughly trained teacher.
KINDERGARTEN.

Kindergartens should be regarded as an integral part of
any school system of this size. I believe that every child
would be greatly benefited by such training. A great many
do not understand the work of this department. To some it
i s nothing but a "day nursery," while to others it is a place
where children spend all of their time in play. The spirit of
the kindergarten is to "learn through play." Each duty
stands for something definite in the education of the child,
who is taking his first step in school life. Such a department
is but a connecting link between the home and the school.
In the kindergarten the child is allowed freedom of action but it is through this freedom that he is taught self control. In the games they play, the songs they sing, the little
stories they tell, and various engagements which they have;
they are taught to govern themselves, to be original, to give
attention, politeness, to be kind, to co-operate and to obey.
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It is not difficult to see that a child who has had this
training has a decided advantage 'over the one who has not
had this training in preparation for his first grade of work.
I will quote the new law, passed during the last legislature, touching this important department of our school work.
I would have you note the special training the teacher of
such a school is required, by law, to have, in order to be allowed to assume the duties of this most important work.
During this period, in a child's life, lasting impressions are usually made. It is extremely necessary, then, that the teacher
thoroughly understand the work in hand and that no mistakes be made. The law is as follows:
Sec. 30. School age. Kindergartens. R- S. c. lo
1917, c. 134. "The age of pupils allowed to attend the public schools of the state is hereby fixed between the ages of five
and twenty-one years; and every child between the said ages
shall have a right to attend the public schools in the town in
which his parents or guardian has a legal residence, subject
to such reasonable regulations as to the numbers and qualifications of pupils to be admitted to the respective schools
and as to the other school matters as the superintending
school committee shall from time to time prescribe; provided,
however, that the superintending school committee of any
town or city may and upon filing with the municipal officers
of such town or city of a petition not less than one month
before the annual town meeting by the parents or guardians
of thirty or more children between the ages of four and six
years living within a mile of a public elementary school, shall,
unless otherwise instructed by the town or city, maintain a
kindergarten or kindergartens as a part of the common
school course, and pupils shall be allowed to attend such a
kindergarten or kindergartens upon reaching the age of four
years; provided further, that unless the average daily attendance in any kindergarten shall be fifteen or more for any
school year the superintending school committee upon the
recommendation of the superintendent of schools, may discontinue the school; provided further, that no person shall

36

SCHOOL REPORT

be allowed to teach in any kindergarten maintained under
the provisions of this section who has not completed a two
years' course in kindergarten training and received a certificate or diploma from a recognized kindergarten training
school approved by the state superintendent of public
schools."
In view of the fact that we are gradually adjusting our
system from a nine grade to an eight grade course; we cannot
very well dispense with a year or two of training in the kindergarten, in order, that they may be able to complete the
large amount of work necessary to be completed in the eight
years. The question is not so much whether we can afford
to do this work, but whether we can afford not to do it.
T H E JUNIOR-SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL.

There is a great deal of satisfaction, all over the country, concerning the junior-senior high school. A number of
systems have done nothing to re-adjust their courses of instruction, except to take the last two grades in the elementary
school and the first year of high school and call this combination a junior high. This change has no significance at all except that it leads the public to think that the school system is
reorganized and often misleads the pupil. A junior high
school, by readjusting methods of administration, methods of
teaching, and courses of instruction, is without doubt a great
asset to any school system. In this readjustment there are
many things to be taken into consideration,
First, our
present plan of grading must be considered. Second, quarters to house such a school must be provided, Third, the
teaching force need be increased, with especially trained
teachers for this group.
Fourth, supervised study. Fifth,
facilities for physical training and education.
The above are some of the conditions we must meet for
recognition and approval by the state department. I have
given this matter much thought and consideration and can-
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not help but feel that we are not ready for the adoption of
such a plan.
The proposed course of study in the high school for the
year 1918-1919, as presented to the State Department for
approval, has been made up with the thought in mind that
if at any time we should decide to adopt this plan it would
correlate vers' nicely with the requirements for a part of the
work which is required in a junior high school course.
Music.
Music appeals to the child's emotion, his spiritual uplift and his imagination.
"The love of song planted in the heart of a child will
grow and give of itself to those about it." The purpose of
music in the schools, is primarily, to teach the child to read at
sight, to teach correct musical interpretation and appreciation, for the best of music. With this in mind, music is
given a definite place in our school program, with a reasonable
allotment of time.
I note with a great deal of interest the splendid work
which our pupils are doing. We are fortunate, indeed, to
have such able supervisors for this work as Mr. and Mrs.
Pitcher. They are generous of their time and energy and
to them, much credit is due for the splendid condition of the
work.
PENMANSHIP.

I can see, by comparison, that the pupils are doing
splendid work in penmanship -, Under the supervision of
Mr. Banks and the careful attention to the detail of the work,
by the teachers, a gradual improvement is noticed. It is a
difficult task to get the pupils to apply constantly, the principles of good business penmanship, but it is a habit,
which, once acquired, remains with the individual ever after.
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SELECTION OF COURSES
FOR PUPILS ENTERING THE HIGH SCHOOL.

In our revised curriculum for 1918-1919, we have added
the General Course, to the courses already given. You will
find the details of this course explained in the high school
principal's report.
For pupils entering high school the selection of a course
of study is an extremely important matter. Such a selection
should be made only after careful study and consultation.
I advise that parents and public solicit the aid of principals
and teachers of both grammar and high school when planning
their courses. The teachers are at your sendee in assisting
you to a decision so that no mistakes will be made and that
the pupil may pursue the course that will do him the most
good in the preparation for his future work. It is a mistake
to allow pupils to make an unaided choice, guided only by inclination or by the fact that school-mates are entering certain courses.
The first factor in the selection of a course of study
should be the desire for a cultural education. Second, the
course should be suited as far as possible to the child's special
aptitudes. Third, if the child has made any definite plans
for future occupations after leaving high school, it should be
a guide in selecting the right course.
Courses are arranged to meet the possible requirements, towards which the pupils are directing their work.
Any of the colleges may be reached through the Classical Course, Schools of technology or the scientific departments of nearly all colleges may be reached through the Scientific Course. Our State normal schools or other training
schools may be reached through the General, Scientific or
the Classical Course. For pupils who have definitely decided to pursue some commercial occupation the Commercial Course may be chosen.
Those who have no definite plans and no expectation of
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further institutional study, beyond high school, are advised
to get the best all-round education in the General Course.
DRAWING, MANUAL TRAINING AND DOMESTIC SCIENCE.

Manual training and domestic science should be added
to our school curriculum. The former should be a required
study for the sixth, seventh and eighth grades and should be
elective for boys of the high school. Mechanical drawing
could be given the boys of the higher grades. Domestic
science could be taught to the girls of the sixth, seventh and
eighth grades and be elective for pupils of the high school.
We have come to learn that- the pupil must learn to use his;
hands as well as his head. Theory is splendid but in order to
put theory to good use, practice is required. We have ample room at the McLellan building for domestic science and
manual training courses. It would then call for a comparatively small outlay to give to our pupils this much needed
instruction.
The drawing is another important feature of school
work which could and should be taught in our schools. T h e
manual training instructor could arrange to divide his timebetween the teaching of drawing and manual training, thus,,
making one instructor do the work of both departments^
In conclusion, I wish to express my appreciation for t h e
cordial welcome, the splendid co-operation of principals,
teachers and members of the school committee, while opening up my work with you.
Respectfully submitted,
EDWARD E. RODERICK,

Superintendent.

Report of Supervisor of Music
T o THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS, BELFAST, ME., :

I herewith submit a brief report for the current year.
The study of music in our schools has been conducted
on about the same lines as in former years.
During the year 1916-17 we introduced the Progressive
Series of music books in the first, second, third and fourth
grades.
Last September we extended the use of this course to the
fifth, sixth and seventh grades.
These books, with those that were in use in former years,
furnish abundant material for use in the grades.
We have also used the Edison and Victor machines for
listening lessons in these grades, to a limited extent, and
would be glad to do more of this work if the time assigned to
the music department were not so limited.
I have visited the rural schools as usual and am glad to
report a growing interest in music among the pupils. Have
also used the Victrola in these schools on several occasions.
In the eighth and ninth grades, in addition to the regular singing exercises, the Victrola has been used regularly in
a series of lessons in Music Appreciation, illustrating the principles of music and the folk songs of the various countries.
This work, while in the nature of an experiment has exceeded our expectations, and we trust it may be continued as
a regular part of this department's work. Mr. Pitcher has
conducted these lessons.
In the high school we have continued the "work along
the same lines as last year, Mr. Pitcher conducting the chorus, orchestra and lessons in appreciation.
Early in the year, the school rehearsed the chorus parts
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from the opera, " M a r t h a " and sent a delegation to Bangor
to take part in the performance of this opera at the session
of the Maine Teachers' Association last October.
Plans have been made to produce this work at the May
Music Festival of the Knox-Waldo high schools, at Camden,
when a larger delegation from our high school can be used.
The high school orchestra is doing as well as we can reasonably expect under present conditions. If the study of
stringed instruments (violin, viola and cello) could be introduced in the grades, abundant talent would be available
for orchestral work in the high school. We hope that some
steps in this direction may be taken soon.
The subject of credits for music study in high schools is
being earnestly discussed by school authorities. We are at
present offering credit for private work in piano, voice, and
violin, under credited outside teachers, and some pupils are
availing themselves of this opportunity.
We hope to see
material advancement along these lines in the schools of our
state.
My thanks are extended to the school board, superintendent, teachers and parents for their kindly interest in this
branch of school work.
Respectfully submitted,
EMMA B. PITCHER,

Supervisor of Music.
Belfast, Maine, March 1st, 1918.

Schools, Teachers and Residences
SPRING OF 1918

Superintendent of Schools.
EDWARD E. RODERICK, A.

M.,

60 Union Street—Telephone 169-5.
Teacher
Louis J. West, A. B.
Harry L. Home,
Melvena Parker
OnieM. Banks
Helen M.Brown
Alice Lawry, A. B.
Beulah Thayer
Z. D. Hartshorn
Grace A. Lord
Esther Evans
Sarah Knight
Grace E. Walton
Julia Leary
Frances Sargent
Florence Kimball
Amy E. Sprague

School

Residence

Telephone

318-11
Prin. High
33 High St
Submaster High Bay View St
Asst. High
26 Church St.
168-3
Asst. High
9 Elm St.
Asst. High
.57 Cedar St.
265-11
Asst. High
23 Congress St. 261-11
Substitute High 6 Market St.
Prin. Grammar 33 High St.
318-11
Asst. Grammar S Park St.
Grades 7A-7B
Condon St.
Grades 7B
Cedar St.
Grades 3A-3B-2A Lincolnville Ave. 137-5
(McLellan)
Grades 2A-2B-1A
(McLellan)
15V) High St.
Grades 1A-1B 46 Cedar St.
338-11
(McLellan)
Grades 4A-4B
High St.
(McLellan)
Grades 5A-5B
4 Primrose St.
(McLellan)
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Mildred Neal

Grades GA-6B
(McLellan)
Ethel Savery
Prin. Brick Sch
Ella M.Hamilton Brick School
Alberta Wadsworth Prin. Pierce
Maude E. Townsend Grades 1A-1B
Annie K. Adams
Grades 2A-2B
(Pierce School)
Florence R. Keene Grades 4A-4B
(Pierce School)
Grades 6A-6B
Florence Cross
(Pierce School)
Grades 3A-3B
Annie Black
(Pierce School)
Hayford School
Myrtle Simmons
City Point
Zylpha Clements
Head of Tide
Eva Wentworth
Pitcher School
Frances Abbott
Virgie Wentworth Poor s Mills
White School
Mary Woodbury
Union
Mabel Averill
Emma Pitcher
Sup'rv'r Music
E. A. Banks
Sup 'rv 'r of
Penmanship
Sup 'rv 'r of
E. S. Pitcher
Music
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4 Primrose St.
Swan Lake Av
30
12 Cedar St.
22 Charles St.
5.5 Cedar St.
2(15-12
13Northport Av.
115 Waldo A v.
2(i Church St.

168-3

35 Court St.

122-12

Belmont Av.
City Point
Belfast, Me.
Belfast, Me.
Belfast, Me.

179-13

137-2

Belfast, Me.
NorthportAv.
Elm St.
92 Main St.

51-3

M R . EDWARD E. RODERICK,

Supt. of Schools
My Dear Sir:
In presenting to you, in accordance with your request,
this the first annual report of the Belfast High School during
my principalship, I shall aim to avoid generalization and in-
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vite your attention especially to the following six topics which
are of vital importance to the welfare of any school, and a
few of which will doubtless merit your immediate consideration:
I.

SCHOOL SPIRIT.

To my mind no other feature is quite so essential to a
good school as the School Spirit.
During the present school year the teachers have worked
together as a unit in a very commendable manner. In like
manner the pupils have regarded co-operation as the keynote of a happy existence, and both teachers and pupils are
working together most harmoniously for the progress and
betterment of the school. This delightful spirit, which made
its initial appearance at a reception by the senior class to the
four new teachers at the end of the second week of school
Fn September, which was largely attended by pupils, teachers,
parents, friends and citizens in general, resulting in a most
"enjoyable occasion, still continues undiminished.
In dealing with pupils it is my policy to be kind and
sympathetic, yet firm, as occasion often demands with boys
and girls of high school age, in the interest of the welfare of
each individual, in order that he may make the most of his
opportunities, and become a useful and honored citizen in
later years.
II.

SCHOOL ACCOMMODATIONS.

The entering class of eighteen pupils from the grammar
school on February first gave us an enrollment of 160 pupils,
thus leaving only one vacant seat in the entire building.
With the likelihood of a graduating class of thirty-three pupils in June and an entering class of forty-five pupils next
September the question of accommodations assumes a serious aspect and should awaken our citizens to a careful consideration of the welfare of these boys and girls. In this connection I am unable to express myself more forcibly than to
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quote the following extract from the last report of the school
committee to the mayor and city council:
" It would not seem that it is necessary for the Board to
call your attention to the great need of a new building or new
buildings in which to house the Grammar and High Schools.
Aside from the crowded condition of the present buildings,
they are unsanitary, ill ventilated, poorly lighted, and without a redeeming feature as school buildings. It would seem
that one visit to these buildings would convince anyone that
the need for new accommodations is so imperative that action, resulting in new buildings, should be taken at once."
I may say without exaggeration that the disagreeable
odors resulting from unsanitary toilet conditions in the basement are frequently almost unbearable in the main room on
the second floor.
I therefore, sincerely hope that the financial condition
of the city will in the near future be such as will make improved conditions possible.
III.

INCREASED TEACHING FORCE.

In his effort of a year ago my predecessor called attention to the fact that many of the classes were too large for
efficient instruction and that the undesirable conditions had
been relieved "in a measure" by the employment of an additional teacher.
At the present time each teacher is teaching the maximum number of periods and our periods are of the minimum
length approved by the state department of education. Thus
with the prospect of an entering class of forty-five pupils
next September the employment of an additional teacher is
imperative.
There are doubtless some among our citizens who revert
to the good old days of their boyhood when the high school
had only two or three teachers and therefore would not readily understand our present need. The explanation, however,
is found in the fact that we are now in an era of progress,—
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progress in education as well as in industry, and in the words
of one of our best American poets:
"New occasions teach new duties,
Time makes ancient good uncouth,
Let us, then, be up and onward
Who would keep abreast of truth."
Moreover, only two of our classrooms can accommodate
a class of forty-five pupils, and furthermore the teacher who
could successfully handle such a class would not be available
for the low wages at present paid in Belfast. Our only solution, therefore, of this important problem is a division of the
entering class into two sections, thereby necessitating the
employment of an additional teacher.
In this connection I would respectfully advise your careful and immediate consideration of the advisability of abolishing the semi-annual promotions in the grades, which result in an entering class to the high school at mid-year. Personally, I am convinced that the only consistent development of the existing plan would be for the classes entering
the high school in February to go through the school as a
distinct unit from those entering in September, thus completing the course and graduating in February, four years
from time of entering. Such a plan would eventually result
in practically doubling the present teaching force, and I
doubt very-much if it is feasible or even desirable for Belfast
under existing conditions.
IV

A REVISION OF THE COURSE OF STUDY.

Experience and observation demonstrate the fact that
our present curriculum comprising the Classical Course for
those who intend to enter college, the Scientific Course for
those who intend to enter a Scientific or Technical School
and the Commercial Course for all others, offers inadequate
opportunities for the large majority of our pupils who are
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not likely to follow any of these three paths, have no definite
idea of their future career, and therefore should be given such
an all-round education as will best prepare them for useful
citizenship. In our revised curriculum this situation is met
by a fourth course, known as the General Course, which comprises only the best of each of the other courses, with a wide
range of electives and thereby necessitate no extra classes or
additional teaching force.
The revised Course of Study having been approved by
the state department of education, as soon as printed copies
can be put into circulation, I propose to hold two afternoon
and two evening sessions for parents or other interested citizens to ask any questions about it. These meetings will then
be followed by any individual conference with each pupil in
order that I may ascertain his plans for the future and advise him accordingly in his choice of course and electives.
V.

SUPERVISED STUDY.

One of the greatest needs at present confronting us is
that of Supervised Study. Too many of our pupils sit idly
throughout their school study periods, and results indicate
that much of their so-called "home study" is of a similar nature. In short, our pupils do not know how to study.
In some of the more progressive high schools the large
study room is being abolished, and during hour-periods most
of the lessons are first taught by the teacher, then studied by
the pupils with the help of and under the close supervision
of the teacher for inculcating correct study habits, and finally
recited by the pupils, usually leaving one subject for complete home preparation.
This of course necessitates a larger teaching force and
oftentimes a lengthened session, and therefore is not practical for Belfast at present, but I am hoping to devise some
modified form of such a plan, to assure more active work on
the part of the pupils and bring improvement over our present unsatisfactory results of study.
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In home work, however, I feel that we do not receive the
co-operation that is due us from parents. Too many of them,
I fear, lack the will power to say No when their boys and girls
ask to attend moving pictures, dances, and other entertainments during the week, before their school lessons have been
properly prepared, thereby retarding their school progress
by necessitating repeated classroom drill on simple matters
that might easily be overcome by the pupil in concentrated
home study of the right kind.
VI.

TARDINESS.

According to the last printed report there were during
the fall term of 1916 nearly 1,500 cases of tardiness,—a record that is both outrageous and disgraceful.
During the corresponding term of the present school
year the number has been greatly reduced but is still excessive, even though in every case a written excuse from the
parent is required.
With due regard for the long distance that some are obliged to travel, yet from the causes stated in most of the written excuses presented, and from the fact that it is largely the
same pupils who are tardy again and again, and that these
pupils usually arrive within fifteen minutes after the beginning of school, it is self-evident that much of our tardiness
could easily be avoided by a little more effort on the part of
the pupil and better co-operation on the part of the parent.
CONCLUSION.

The school as a whole is doing well but the quality of
work might easily be improved if parents would manifest a
deeper interest by occasionally visiting the school to which
they are at all times most cordially welcome, thus becoming better acquainted with the teachers and keeping in better
touch with the progress of their sons and daughters.
Much of our effort for the betterment of the school will,
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I trust, produce more marked results in the near future than
could be expected to manifest themselves in a single halfyear.
Trusting, therefore, that unitedly we may be able to do
still more effective and efficient work for the boys and girls
of Belfast, I am
Cordially yours,
Louis J. WEST,

Principal of High School.
Belfast, Maine, March 1, 1918.

REPORT OF MEDICAL INSPECTOR.
Belfast, Me., March 11, 191s.
To THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE SCHOOL BOARD:

The following report is respectfully submitted by the
Medical School Inspector:
I will not attempt to give the exact number examined, found .defective as I have been unable to get
an accurate account at this time but will have them
ready for the printed report. We found a gradual improvement from the past two years. The one thing
special noted was that the pupils as a whole are not
getting sufficient fats, especially butter fats and they were
advised to bring for lunch less sweets and more milk, when
possible. This, I understand, was done in many cases, and
could be encouraged.
The pupils in the. McClellan school showed the best
physical condition.
Respectfully submitted,
D R . E. A. WILSON,

Medical Inspector.

Report of Trustees of Belfast
Free Library
To THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL:

Gentlemen:
The Trustees of the Library have the pleasure to report
that another year of prosperity and usefulness has attended
the Institution.
Our very efficient Librarian's report leaves but little to
be added. There are a few things, however, which we would
call to your attention. First of all, the ever growing need
of more room, both for shelving and patrons, the space
for quiet reading and research which so many wish to avail
themselves of being very inadequate.
We feel that at this time we should mention the very
generous gift of Mrs. Annabelle Swan Kelley of a $1,000.00
Liberty Bond in memory of her father, the late William B.
Swan, one of our oldest and most respected citizens who
passed away last year. He was from early manhood always
interested and ready to give of his time and money toward
any movement for the uplift of our City. Most of our Institutions, our Library included, are indebted to him for his
wise council and benevolence and we are sure that all of us
have been made better by his example and influence.
In October your Trustees thought it advisable to invest $3,500,00 which was on deposit in the Belfast Savings
Bank and the City National Bank in the second issue of 4 %
Liberty Bonds. Otherwise the funds remain as at the beginning of the year.
We cannot close without a word of praise for your most
capable and hard-worked Librarian. With her ever in-
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creasing duties as the Institution grows, both in volumes and
usefulness; gn-ing of her very best with no complaint and at
the same remuneration established many years ago, and
your Trustees have voted to increase her salary for the coming year to $600.00.
Respectfully submitted,
SELWYN THOMPSON,

Chairman Library Trustees.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
1917-1918
RECEIPTS.

Balance from 1916
Interest on investments exclusive of
Field and Otis Funds
State Stipend
Otis Fund for Historical Works
Fines, Cards, Etc.,

$ 420 17
1 420
92
114
150

08
57
95
56
$2 204 33

EXPENDITURES.

Salaries.
Annie L. Barr, Librarian
Grace H. Hall, Asst. Librarian. . .
Frances Abbott, Acting Assistant. .
Margaret Hazeltine, Acting Assistant
Substitutes for Asst. Librarian. ..
Henry D. Clark, Janitor
Fred W. Thomas, Janitor

$ 460 00
115 85
61 66
45
27
120
60
$

00
49
00
00

890 00
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Book Account.
Books purchased from Wilson
Fund
Books purchased from Otis Fund
Books purchased from
Swan
Fund
Books purchased from State Stipend
...;..
Current Periodicals
..
Books bound

139 79
114 95
17 50
92 57
115 15
66 SS
$

546 N4

Supply Account.
Library of Congress Catalog Cards,E. F. Dillingham, Picture Mounts,
C. M. Rice Paper Co
Frost & Adams, Paste
Annie L. Barr, Supplies
Imperial Brush Co., Door Mat &
Waste Basket
Mitchell & Trussell
Old Corner Drug Store, Janitor's
Supplies
Harding & Rackliffe, Janitor's Supplies ,
Ben D. Field, Janitor's Supplies. . .
Ribbon for Typewriter
Stamps & Postage
Geo. E . Damon, Stationery

10
5
5
1
10

05
30
11
62
47

7 25
1 00
25
3 2(i
SO
1 00
4 IS
5 15
!>

55 44

Expense Account.
Coal and Wood
Electricity

ft

24S 35
46 25
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Waldo County Herald Pub. Co.
Printing
Express, Freight and Trucking.
Penobscot Bay Elec. Co., Lamps.
Alonzo Robbins, Shoveling Snow..
Alvin Blodgett, Labor
W. E. Hamilton, Plants
Home Furnishing Co, Repairing
Chairs
American Library Association Dues

1 IK)
14 03
55
S 00
2 20
2 79

11 04
2 00
$

342 21

$

23 70
4 45

Building Account.
Rail on Steps
Goodhue & Co
Nichols Bros
Carpet of Reading Room
Hall-Ellis Hardware Co.. .
E. E. Babcock, Labor. .. .
Walter Varnum, Painting.
J. C. Durham, Screens
Dexter Clement, Labor
Sanford Howard, Labor.

12 44
4 90
3 50
10 00
50
7 80
$

67 29

Total amount expended

$1 901 78

Balance on hand

$ 302 55

Respectfully submitted,
SELWYN THOMPSON,
WALTER T. HAWTHORNE,
HENRY D. CLARK,
SAMUEL ADAMS,
BEN HAZELTINE.

Board of Trustees, Belfast Free Library.

Report of Librarian
BELFAST F R E E LIBRARY,

Belfast, Maine.
March 1, 1918.
To THE TRUSTEES OF THE BELFAST F R E E LIBRARY:

I have the honor to submit the thirtieth annual report of
the Belfast Free Library.
The year which has passed has demonstrated that a
modern public library reflects in the books added and in its
activities the interests of its community. As in libraries
throughout the country, the Belfast Free Library has in the
past year shared the war work of Belfast in addition to fulfilling the purpose of its Founder for promoting education,
and providing entertainment for the people. Books about
the war have been purchased and lists published in the local
papers. The literature furnished by the Food Administration has been distributed from a table especially provided in
the Reading Room, and their posters have been conspicuously placed about the building. A box for receiving contributions to the Children's Tin Box Fund is kept at the delivery desk which has received generous attention from patrons of the Library.
A poster announcing the working
hours of the local chapter of the Red Cross, also has a prominent place at the delivery desk, and many knitted articles
solicited at the desk, have been delivered at the rooms. Recently, too, the Library has undertaken the sale of War Savings Stamps. In October five packing boxes containing 175
books and many hundred magazines, contributed by people
of Waldo County were sent to a training camp and the Li-
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brary, without difficulty, collected $250.00, representing five
per cent of the population of Belfast, its quota of the one
million dollar fund to build and equip libraries at the training
camps.
REGISTRATION.

The number of names on our registration file is 2,093.
This record was begun June 1, 1916, and includes, besides
the new names added since that date, the names of people
who had previously taken library cards, and were known to
be living in Belfast at that time. The number of registrations since March 1, 1917 was 226. As 127 registration slips
have been cancelled because of death or change of residence
the number of cards in use is 1,966.
CIRCULATION.

As in many other libraries this year, we find a decrease
in circulation. This seems attributable to new interests
which have attracted many who formerly spent more time in
reading. Ladies, who, in other years read for recreation, or
used Library books for work for study clubs, in 1917 have devoted all time possible to Red Cross work. Automobiles
in summer, and moving pictures in winter, may also account
for the smaller circulation.
CIRCULATION CLASSIFIED.

Fiction,
Juvenile books,.
Periodicals
Philosophy & Religion,.
Sociology,
* Science,
Useful and fine arts, . ..
Literature,

5 173
3 579
1 002
17(i

157
263
911
474
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Travel
Biography,
History,

381
232
822

Total,
Adult fiction, 63.6%.

23 830 vols.

HOME LIBRARIES.

There have been two Home Libraries in charge of Mrs.
E. O. Pendleton at East Belfast, and Mrs William C. Vose,
Little River. During the summer, also, Mrs. Hugh McLellan had the care of a collection of books at the Battery for
the benefit of the summer colony. Mrs. Pendleton reports a
circulation of 1,043 volumes for the year, and Mrs. Vose
loaned 58 volumes in two months. The number of books
sent to these libraries was 339.
ACCESSIONS.

The number of volumes in the Library March 1, 1918
is 18,212. The total number of volumes acquired since 1887
has been 19,601, of which 1,389 have been withdrawn from
circulation for various causes. 475 volumes have been added
to the Library by gift or purchase during the past year.
ACCESSIONS CLASSIFIED.

Fiction,
144
Juvenile books
34
General works and bound periodicals, . . . 55
Philosophy,
..
4
Religion,
2
Sociology, State and U. S. Reports, . . . . 53
Natural science,
5
Useful arts,
8
Fine arts,
23
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Literature,
Travel
Biography,
History,

.)(
14
. . 24
. . .'50
7(.l

Total,

47o vols.
SOURCES OF ADMISSION.

Purchased from the Otis Fund,
Purchased from the Swan Fund, . .
Purchased from the State Stipend,
Purchased from the Wilson Fund
Gifts from individuals,
Gifts from organized societies,
....
Gifts from the U. S. Government,. . .
Gifts from State of Maine,
Pav books accessioned,
Total

61
1(5
(>N
ID.']
94
7
11
17
N
475 volumes

Books of value, worthy of special mention:
Eighteen Capitals of China by William E. Geil.
Colonial Virginia, by Mary N. Stanard.
Life and Letters of Edward Everett Hale by Edward
Everett Hale, Jr.
Recollections, l:y John Morley.
Dwelling Houses of Charleston, by Alice and D. E.
Smith.
Audobon, the Naturalist, by Francis H. Herrick. 2
vols.
Adventures and Letters of Richard Harding Davis, by
Charles Belmont Davis.
The most important books dealing with the European
War have been purchased, and have a wide circulation.
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GIFTS.

The most important gifts of books during the year were
from Mrs. Charles A. Pilsbury of Belfast, and Alfred Johnson
of Boston. Mrs. Pilsbury presented 26 volumes and 229
pamphlets from the library of her husband, the late Charles
A. Pilsbury. In addition, Alfred Johnson purchased from
the Pilsbury estate and presented to the Library in memory
of Mr. Pilsbury 35 volumes, books about Maine, or written
by Maine authors, a collection which Mr. Pilsbury called the
Maine Shelf. In accordance with Mr. Johnson's suggestion
these books will be cataloged by special numbers, as they
are in most cases duplicates of library copies, so that they
will remain together in the Library as the Pilsbury Maine
Shelf.
Picture puzzles and games have been presented to the
Library which have delighted the children for the half hour
preceding the story telling at the Pierce School Saturday
afternoons, and which many have enjoyed in the Library.
CARE OF BOOKS.

Books repaired at the Library,. .
Books rebound,
Books withdrawn from circulation,
Books missing,

.2 190
61
32
5

PICTURE COLLECTION.

It has been our ambition for several years to own a collection of pictures mounted and classified for use in schools.
A beginning was made last year, but the daily duties of the
Library left little time for the slow work of cutting out and
pasting pictures, so our progress was not remarkable. This
year, however, Miss Margaret Hazeltine became interested
in the work, and during the summer months mounted and
classified 482 pictures, a collection, including among its sub-
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jects, pictures to illustrate lessons in geography, paintings of
famous artists, scenes in Bible lands, and industrial arts.
These are loaned to the schools and clubs, where they have
added interest to the subject under discussion.
STORY HOUR.

The Story Hour was conducted as last year, at the Peirce
School, every Saturday afternoon from Feruary to May,
friends of the Library kindly giving their services as storytellers. The average attendance for ten afternoons was 25
children.
WORK FOR SCHOOLS.

Two classes for instruction in the use of reference books
were held in the Library during October and November with
pupils of the Ninth Grade of the Grammar School and the
Freshman class of the High School. The pupils came to the
Library for half hour lessons each morning, when they were
given questions for research in encyclopaedias, dictionaries
and general reference books, and were taught the use of the
periodical index. It is our plan to continue this work with
other High School classes.
A bibliography of United States history for use in the
High School will be completed in a short time. This is a list
of books in the Library on United States history, classified
according to historical periods, and includes works of fiction
and poetry.
At the meeting of the Waldo County Teachers' Institute held in Belfast in September the Librarian and Assistant
Librarian, Miss Hall, made an exhibit of the resources of the
Library by arranging an attractive table displaying books and
pictures of interest to teachers.
MAINE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION.

The Librarian attended the Annual Meeting of the
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Maine Library Association held at Kittery in May, and
was accompanied by the Assistant Librarian to the Fall
meeting held in Bangor in October. In Bangor the Librarian opened the subject of Publicity with a paper. She has
also served as correspondent for the libraries of Waldo County for the Maine Library Bulletin, a quarterly publication,
issued by the Maine State Library at Augusta.
CASH RECEIPTS.

Fines, . . . .
Book cards,
Books bought for Book Committee,
Paper sold,

$ 99
2fi
19
5

96
3o
2.5
00

SI50 .50
SWAN FUND.

During the year the Trustees have accepted the gift of
Mrs. Annabel Swan Kelley in memory of her father, the late
William B. Swan, from the first income of which we have purchased sixteen volumes. Mrs. Kelley also presented an artistic engraved bookplate, bearing the Swan coat-of-arms,
designed by Albert E. Bodwell of Boston,'Arnold A. Robert,
engraver.
BUILDING.

The need of more shelf room and of a larger reading
room is more urgent than ever, but as we are facing a period of
high prices, the prospect of any change in the building next
year seems improbable. Ncarh- one thousand volumes of
fiction have been placed in the basement, but it is not advisable to dispose of the non-fiction in that way, so sets of
more than one volume are placed on the shelf back of the
place where they should stand. Every shelf is filled to the
end and we wonder where books purchased the coming year
will find a place.
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We regret the absence for the greater part of the year of
Miss Grace Hall, the efficient Assistant Librarian, and hope
that she will return to the Library at the end of her leave of
absence of six months. During ten years of service she has
been the friend of all library patrons, who unanimously testify
to her popularity. We wish to express our appreciation of
the work of Miss Frances Abbott, who served as Assistant
Librarian from February to June, and of Miss Margaret
Hazeltine, who is the present Acting Assistant Librarian.
We also express gratitude to the High School girls of our library class who have been of great assistance this past year,
and to the ladies who have so kindly served as story-tellers.
We thank the Trustees for their interest in the Library and
for their personal attention to all business details. Their
words of encouragement have been an inspiration in all our
undertakings.
Respectfully submitted,
ANNIE LEONORA BARR,

Librarian.

Chief Engineer's Report
Belfast, Maine, March 4, 1918.
To His

HONOR, THE MAYOR, AND COMMON COUNCIL:

Gentlemen:
I herewith submit my report
March 4, 191S.

for the year ending

PERSONNEL.

Engineers, S. S. L. Shute, W. J. Clifford, F. X. Pendleton.
Hose Co., No. 1, Geo. H. Darby, Captain, with 18
men.
Hose Co. No. 2, James Sholes, Captain, with 15 men.
Hook & Ladder Co., A. J. Jewett, Captain, 12 men.
Chemical No. 1, Arthur Coombs, Captain, 10 men.
APPARATUS.

Consists of two hose wagons, two hose pungs, two
hose reels, two ladder trucks, one gasoline engine, one
chemical engine, one steamer, a complete set of various
findings belonging to the department.
HOSE.

The department has 4,000 feet of 2}4 inch cotton rubber lined hose in first class condition; 1,000^feet in good
condition and 1,000 feet suitable for use in warm weather.
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HYDRANTS.

There are 72 hydrants within the city limits; no new
•ones installed this year.
FIRE ALARM SYSTEM.

The alarm system has given perfect satisfaction
through the past year. And the Engineers take this occasion to thank Mr. Dickey for his efforts and prompt attention when called by them for any reason.
FIRE ALARMS FOR THE YEAR.

Hose Co. NO. 1 answered 16 bell calls; 32 still alarms;
total, 4S.
Hose Co. No. 2 answered 16 bell calls; 8 still alarms;
total, 24.
Total calls, 48: 16 general alarms and 32 still alarms.
See monthly reports.
I wish to thank His Honor, the Mayor, and the members of the Department, also the Assistant Engineers for
the uniform courtesy shown during the year.
Respectfully submitted,
S. S.

L.

SHUTE.

Milk Inspector's Report
To THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL:
GENTLEMEN:—

I herewith submit my annual report for the municipal
year, 1917:
As there are prevailing at the present time such unprecedented high prices in cows and feed stuffs, it is only natural
that the price of milk should advance to meet the greatly
increased cost of its production, and if present conditions
continue an even higher price may be expected.
At this time the city is supplied by four large dairies and
several smaller ones, besides the creameries and the places
of business that sell at wholesale and retail.
During the past year there have been no complaints
made to me concerning the quality of the milk, no adulterations noted.
I have found no cases of contagious disease among the
herds.
In my several calls at the farms of the milkmen I have
found the stables, cows, and equipment in the usual good
condition, but as is well known, milk is a great medium for
carrying disease germs, therefore, we would recommend the
most scrupulous care in cleanliness and careful attention to
sanitation in the stables.
Respectfully submitted,
GILES G. ABBOTT,

Inspector of Milk.

Report of City Marshal
Belfast, Maine, March 1, 19IS
T o THE H O N . M A Y O R AND C I T Y C O U N C I L :

I herewith submit m y report as City Marshall from
M a r c h 19, 1917 to M a r c h 1, 1918, as follows:—
T o Whole n u m b e r of arrests m a d e . . . .
breaking a n d entering

.:.

insanity
intoxication and disturbing the peace
stealing from vessel in harbor
street walking
larceny from buildings
»
forgery
vagrancy
detained on local complaints
detained on outside complaints
number of dogs killed on complaints
committed to State Industrial School for Girls.
committed to State Industrial School for Boys..
committed to Insar.o Asylum
given lodging at City lock-up
given food
special police duty March 19, 1917, to March
1,1918, paid
*.....
Amount of County Fees received of C. J. Pattee
and paid to S. A. Parker, treas.

3(5
3

2
15
1
1
2
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
35
20
$7500
18 25

Respectfully submitted,
M. R. KNOWLTON,

City Marshall.

Report of Trustees of Cemeteries
FOR THE YEAR 1917-18.

To THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL:

Gentlemen:
We herewith submit our report as trustees of cemeteries
for the past year.
GROVE CEMETERY.

Balance brought forward
Received from sale of lots
Interest on Perpetual Care Fund. .
Paid James F. Fernald's bills
$
J. F. Fernald, 5% on sale of lots
for 1917
J. F. Fernald, Perpetual Care of
lots
Belfast Water Co
Field & Quimby
W. A. Hall
Charles R. Coombs
Mitchell & Trussell
Cooper & Company . . . . ' „ . . . , .
S. W. Newcomb
...

$

282 50
17 50
582
18
6
6
20
17
37
33

17
38
25
47
00
57
77
00

HEAD OF TIDE CEMETERY.

Paid Victor Merriam

. .$

7 00

166 40
350 00
582 17
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CITY POINT CEMETERY.

Paid B. F. Staples

$

5 50

W E S T BELFAST CEMETERY.

P a i d H . L. Gray

5 00
SOUTH BELFAST CEMETERY.

Received from sale of lots
Paid Nelson Wight

$
$

10 00

12 00

EAST BELFAST CEMETERY.

Paid Emery 0 . Pendleton

$

7 00

Balance on hand

$1 058 11 $1 108 57
50 46
$1 108 57 $1 108 57
PERPETUAL CARE FUND

Amount of Perpetual Care Fund
Accumulated Interest on Perpetual Care
Fund
Amount expended on Perpetual Care of Lots. .
Balance of Perpetual Care Interest
CHARLES
RALPH H.

R.

$14 885 84
953 99
582 17
371 82
COOMBS,

HOWES,

CHAS. F. SWIFT.

Report of Superintendent
of Grove Cemetery
To THE Hox.

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL:—

Gentlemen:—
During the past year from March 1st, 1917 to March
1st, 1918, I have attended to the disposition of seventy-nine
bodies and hereby submit the following report:
Whole number attended, seventy-nine.
Sixty-six died in the City, fifteen of these were buried
out of town.
Thirteen died away but were brought here for burial.
Thirty-five were buried in Grove Cemetery.
Three in Union Yard, three at South Belfast, one at
East Belfast and there are twenty-two now in the Tomb.
Following is a list giving name, date, age, cause and
place of burial
Respectfully submitted,
JAMES F. FERNALD,

Supt. Grove Cemetery.
Belfast, March 2nd, 1918.

CITY OF BELFAST

Name

Dale

Age

Cause

69

Where Buried

Addie S. Strout, Mar. 7, 41 yrs., purulent'meningitis,
Grove Cemetery, L. 4 R. 4.
Alice J. Drinkwater, Mar. 7, 17 days, non viability, Grove
Cemetery, L. 28, R. 29.
Julia A. Condon,, Mar. 10, 76 yrs., cerebral hemorrhage,
Grove Cemetery, L. 29, R. Lower Wall.
Wm, H. Dunn, Mar. 10, 48 yrs., suicide, Taunton, Mass.
Joseph H. Darby, Mar. 10, 72 yrs., disease of heart, Grove
Cemetery, L. 49, R. E. Ave.
Esther S. Bowen, Mar. 14, 67 yrs., uremia, Union Yard.
Levi L. Walker, Mar. 22, 68 yrs., heart disease, Grove Cemetery, Lot 10, R. 3.
Nathaniel Sholes, Mar. 24, 80 yrs., cancer, Grove Cemetery,
L. 34, R. 28.
Iva L. Coombs, Mar. 24, 27 yrs., embolism following operation, Grove Cemetery, L. 16, R. 15.
Dr. G. C. Kilgore, Mar. 29, 67 yrs., uremia, Grove Cemetery,
L. 27, R. 4.
Hartford Shute, Mar. 29, 73 yrs., uremia, Grove Cemetery,
L. 35, R. 28.
Chester I. Hall, Mar. 30, 25 days, marasmus, Grove Cemetery, L. 11, R. 13.
Velzora A. Mitchell, Apr. 13, 76 yrs. dilation of heart, Portland.
Elmer C. Hamilton, Apr. 14, 55 yrs., abscess of liver, Smart
Cemetery.
James A. Wise, Apr. 30, 78 yrs., cerebral hemorrhage, Grove
Cemetery, L 11, R. 31.
Jeremiah O. Hayes, May 1, 67 yrs., diabetis, Grove Cemetery, L. 2, R. 15.
Jefferson F. Wilson, May 1, 77 yrs., arterio sclerosis, Grove
Cemetery, L. 11, R. 9
Placentia Knowlton, May. 3, 83 yrs., obstruction of bowels,
Liberty.
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Name

Date

Age

Cause

Where Buried

Phebe A. Fraser, May 3, 59 yrs., acute edema, Waldo.
Freeman J. Crcasey, May 11, 50 yrs., pneumonia, Morrill.
Chas. A. Pillsbury, May 15, 77 yrs., nephritis, Grove Cemetery, L. 7, R. 15.
Frances M. Norton, May 21, 33 yrs., cardiac asthenia, Grove
Cemetery, L. 5, R 20.
John H. Quinn, May 22, 58 yrs., pneumonia, Eagle Island.
Eliza B. Walker, June 23, 71 yrs., cancer, S. Belfast.
Emily F. West, June 24, 67 yrs., cancer, Grove Cemetery,
L. 68. R. old E. Wall.
Will H. Snow, July 4, 56 yrs., paraplegia, Grove Cemetery,
L. is. R. 7.
George W. Patterson, July 10, 70 yrs.,cerebral hemmorhage,
Swanville.
George E. Brackett, July l(i, 70 yrs., senile debility, Grove
Cemetery, L. 11, R. Front.
Susie F. Shaw, July 17, 53 yrs., apoplexy, E. Belfast.
Henry A. Lloyd, July 24, 67 vrs., arterio sclerosis, Doyleston,
Pa.
Marjorie A. Brown, July 26, 14 yrs., accidental drowning,
Union Yard.
Mary A. Cheever, Aug. 15, 70 yrs., apoplexy, Monroe.
Julia A. Baker, Aug. 20, (17 vrs., cancer, Grove Cemetery,
L. S, R. 28.
Fred B. Moore, Sept. 13, 46 yrs., disease of heart, Grove Cemtery, L. 12, R. 10.
Harry E. Bangs, Sept. 24, 38 yrs., typhoid fever, Freedom.
Lucy A. Howe, Sept. 25, 76 vrs., arterio sclerosis, Brooklyn,
N. Y.
Winston P Nickerson, Sept. 27, 4 yrs., acute indigestion,
Morrill.
Mary E. Blodgett, Oct. 4, 60 yrs., disease of heart, Grove
Cemetery, L. 4, R. 15
Wm. M. Hodgdon, Oct. 5, 64 yrs., diabetis, Grove Cemetery,
L. 16, R. 5.

CITY OF

BELFAST

71

Name
Date
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Cause
Where Buried
Mary A. Jackson, Oct. 17, 66 yrs., apoplexy, Morrill.
Esther M. Levensaler, Oct. 25, 88 yrs., arterio sclerosis,
Grove Cemetery, L. 11, R. 1.
A. B. Richards Nov. 7, 74 yrs., Broncho-pneumonia, Union
Yard.
John Catlin, Nov. 11, 62 yrs., Blight's Disease, Morrill.
Louise M. Wight, Nov. 20, 52 yrs., cancer, S. Belfast.
Lucius P. Walton, Nov. 26, 82 yrs., aortic-regurgitation,
Grove Cemetery, L. 30, R. 25.
Lydia T. Waterman, Nov. 27, 80 yrs., apoplexy, N. Haven.
Albion K. P Stephenson, Nov. 29, 91 years, arterio sclerosis,
in tomb.
Josephine F. Wight, Nov. .30, 74 yrs., carcenoma, in tomb.
J. L. Sleeper, Dec. 1, 72 yrs., prostatitis, in tomb.
Harriet L. Gross, Dec. 28,74 yrs., chronic myocarditis, in tomb.
Bradford B. Toothaker, Dec. 30, SO yrs., disease of heart, in
tomb.
Harriet Danforth, Jan. 5, 76 yrs. chronic inst. nephritis, in
tomb.
James H. Stinson, Jan. 16, 69 yrs., pneumonia, in tomb.
Earl Phillips, Jan. 18, 23 yrs., tuberculosis, in tomb.
Marion E. Moody, Jan. 23, 68 yrs., pneumonia, in tomb.
John Sanborn, Jan. 26, 68 yrs., cerebral hemorrhage, in tomb.
Martin S. Gray, Jan. 28, 72 yrs., acute hepatitis, in tomb.
Elizabeth A. Knowlton, Feb. 1, 88 yrs., in tomb.
Iva L. Patterson, Feb. 6, 5 yrs., pneumonia, in tomb.
James H. Clark, Feb. 6, 81 yrs., disease of heart, in tomb.
John G. Farr, Feb. 7, 78 yrs., in tomb.
Kate I. Webber, Feb. 7, 38 yrs., pneumonia, in tomb.
Susan B. Cunningham, Feb. 8, 74 yrs., angina pectoris, in
tomb.
Man,' E. Thomas, Feb. 8, 73 yrs., carcinoma of uterus, in
tomb.
Amanda I. Vaughan, Feb. 10, 61 yrs., dilation of heart, in
tomb.
Sarah B. Johnson, Feb.
organic heart disease, in tomb.
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Martha S. Carter, (>7 yrs., Bangor, Mar. 13, exhaustion,
Grove Cemetery, L. <>, R. 10.
Frank Perkins, 75 yrs., Machias, Mar. 23, L. 3, R. 12.
Marindal. Brackett.Sl yrs., Boston, Mar. 29, arterio sclerosis, L. !), R. new west wall, Grove Cemetery.
Harvey H. Gray, 47 yrs., Auburn, Me., June 7, valvular
heart disease, Grove Cemetery, L. 13, R. 17.
Leonard L. Gentner, 59 yrs., New Haven, Conn., June 16,
paralysis, Grove Cemetery, L. 3, R. 19.
Clyde R. Shute, 2(i yrs., Bangor, June 24, appendicitis,
Grove Cemetery, L. 9, R. 17.
Salathiel F. Walton, SS yrs., Boston, June 28, cerebral hemorrhage, Grove Cemetery, L. 2S, R. 25.
Stephen S. Woods, S3 yrs., Bangor, June 29, pneumonia,
Grove Cemetery, L. 16, R. 12.
Sarah A. Hawkins, 72 yrs., Lawrence, Sept. 11, arterio
sclerosis,
Jacob H. Havener, 76 yrs., Portland, Nov. 21, chronic nephritis, Grove Cemetery, L. 9, R. IS.
Francis C. Woods, S2 yrs., Northport, Nov. 2S, S. Belfast.
Edwin C. Fletcher, S2 yrs., Camden, Me., Jan. 1st, 1918,
arterio sclerosis, in tomb.
Carl Segar, 42 yrs., Southboro, Mass., Feb. 16, mensenteric
embolis, in tomb.

Report of the City Solicitor
To THE HONORABLE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COUNCILMEN
OF THE CITY OF BELFAST:

Gentlemen:
I hereby respectfully submit my report as City Solicitor
for the Municipal year ending March 11, Wis.
There are now no cases pending against the city. We
are indeed fortunate in being free from litigation. During
the year several claims have been filed against the city, and
upon a thorough examination and investigation of the same
and the laws and decisions applying, I was fully convinced
that suits in law could not be maintained against the city
and that the city was not liable. Reports art now on file
with the city on each and every- claim.
In closing I wish to sincerely thank you for the encouragement and endorsement you have given my efforts in performing my duties during the year.
Respectfully submitted,
FRANKLIN

A.

GREER,

City Solicitor.

Report of Inspector of Buildings
Belfast, Me., Feb. 11, 1918.
The number of buildings and repair work inspected in
regard to fire hazards for the past year is S. All found to be
passable.
Respectfully submitted,
SANFORD HOWARD,

Inspector of Buildings.

Report of the Board of Health
To THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COMMON COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF BELFAST:

The following report is respectfully submitted by the
Board of Health for the year ending March 4th, 191S.
Number of complaints investigated
Number of nuisance corrected

. . . 22
15

Infectious diseases reported, namely:
Scarlet fever
...
Typhoid fever
Number of homes fumigated or caused to be
Number of school houses fumigated
Number of wells from which water was sent to State
Board of Health of examination
k.

3
4
7
1
2

We have been fortunate, in not having any serious epidemic during the past year. Those cases of Scarlet fever
which did occur, were diagnosed early, and quarantined and
the Pierce School House fumigated.
By reason of this
prompt action, I feel confident that more cases were prevented.
Respectfully submitted,
ORRIS S. VICKERY, M.

D.,

Secretary Board of Health.

Report of Sealer of Weights
and Measures
Belfast, March 2. 191S.
To

THE HONORABLE

MAYOR,

ALDERMEN

AND

COMMON

COUNIILMEN:

As Sealer of Weights and Measures of the City of Belfast I submit the following report:
I have tested and sealed 12() scales, 24s weights, 7S
liq. measures, 15 dry measures, 1!) automatic pumps.
Also adjusted 1 scale and 7 weights.
Three automatic pumps found incorrect have been replaced.
The Deputy State Sealer has called my attention to
Chap. 4s, R. S., which requires that the standards be compared and retested once in five years, so it will be necessary
to send one of the 5(1 lb. weights and four of the gold plated
with gallon measure to Augusta by express.
Respectfully,
PERCY S. EDGECOMB,

Sealer of Weights and Measures.

City Government
1918-1919

CITY COUNCIL

MAYOR

Clement W Wescott.
CITY

CLERK

Charles S. Bickford
ALDERMEN

Ward 1—Ralph L. Cooper

Ward 3—Dexter T. Clements

Ward 2—V A. Simmons

Ward 4—Walter G. Hatch

Ward .5—Thomas S. Thompson
COMMON

COUNCILMEN

Ward 1—Ralph H. Howes Ward 3—Herbert T. Field
James C. Durham
John P. Sylvester
Ward 2—Virgil L. Hall
Ward 4—Leslie A. Pay son
Lynwood B. Thompson
—Ralph H. Mosher
Ward 5—Irvin L. Perry
Norman M. Staples.

City Officers
City Clerk—Charles S. Bickford.
City Treasurer—Charles S. Bickford.
Judge of Municipal Court—Maurice W Lord.
City Solicitor—Hodgdon C. Buzzell.
City Physician—Dr. Adelbert Millett.
Street Supervisor—Geoige E. Weymouth.
Chief Engineer—Stephen S. L. Shute.
City Engineer—Hiram P. Farrow.
City Marshal—Marccllus R. Knowllon.
Tax Collector—Edmund Wilson.
Auditor—Herman H. Coombs.
Harbor Master—N. S. Lord.
Port Warden—N. S. Lord.
Truant Officer—Marcellus R. Knowlton.
Inspector of Buildings—John G. Aborn.
Inspector of Milk—Enoch C. Dow.
City Electrician—C. G. Dickey.
Assistant Engineers—Francis X. Pendleton, Walter J.
Clifford.
Superintendent of Grove Cemetery—James F. Fernald.
Assessors—J. F. Sheldon, 1 year; Maurice W. Lord,
2 years; Wm. H. Bray, 3 years.
Overseers of the Poor—W. L. West, Giles G. Abbott,
Elbridge S. Pitcher.
Library Trustees—Benj. Hazeltine, W T. Hawthorne,
Selwyn Thompson, Samuel Adams, C. S. Bickford.
Park Superintendent—George E. Weymouth.
Police—Percy S. Edgecomb, Elmer S. Whitehead,
Fred T. Nason, Henry H. Wentworth, Chas. W Crockett,
Leslie H. Elms, Percy C. Harriman, Earle L. Curtis, Har-
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rison A. Shaw, Everett A. Nickerson, Ralph H. Cunningham, Henry Staples, Stillman D. Flood, Harvard W. Salisbury, Jas. D. Hill, Bert E. Annis, Wm. H. Staples, Wm B.
Bartlett.
Surveyors of Lumber—Herbert L. Stevens, J, C. Durham, "William K. Keene, Byron B. Greenlaw, Fred A.
Holmes, Ralph L. Cooper, Joseph E. Thombs, A. E. Bracke t s H . Fair Holmes, Clyde B. Holmes, L. B. Roberts, A.
L. Howard, Thomas L. Decrow, E. E. Babcock, Fred W
Keech, Amos M. Partridge, Chas. E. Hopkins, Edward R.
Colson, Walter H. Mitchell.
Weighers of Coal and Hay—Herbert L. Stevens, C. S.
Bickford, Ralph L. Cooper, Ralph H. Mosher, Robert H.
Patterson, Jesse L. Staples, R. H. Cunningham, George B.
Salter, V. A. Simmons, C. B. Holmes, K. B. Craig. Edward
Wadsworth, Joseph E. Thombs and Basil R. Allen.
Measurers of Grain and Salt—Herbert L. Stevens,
Ralph H. Mosher, Walter B. Dutch, V. L. Hall, Basil R.
Allen.
Measurers of Wood and Bark—Herbert L. Stevens,
Fred A Holmes, C. S. Bickford, Clyde B. Holmes, Ralph
H. Mosher, L. B. Roberts, Merle R. Whitcomb, V.- A. Simmons, K. B. Craig, Edward A. Wadsworth, Edward R.
Colson, Ralph L. Cooper, Walter H. Mitchell, Jos. E.
Thombs.
Cullers of' Hoops and Staves—Fred A. Flolmes, Walter
G. Hatch, Ralph H. Mosher.
Fence Viewers—Emery 0. Pendleton, George F. Mayhew and Richard Merriam.
Sealer of Weights and Measures—Percy S. Edgecomb.

Ward Officers
1918-1919
WARDENS:

Ward 1. John W. Ferguson; Ward 2, G. 0. Lord;
Ward 3, Henry D. Clark; Ward 4, Calvin H. Monroe;
Ward 5, Win. Vaughn, Jr.
WARD

CLERKS:

Ward 1, Warren A. Nichols; Ward 2, L. E. McMahan;
Ward :-}, Robt. C. Logan; Ward 4, Geo. Mayhew; Ward 5,
Geo. A. Leavitt.

Standing Committees of the City Council
Finance Account and Claims—Aid. Cooper; Coun.
Perry and Field.
Public Schools—Aid. Hatch; Coun. Mosher and Thompson.
Highways and Bridges—Aid. Simmons; Coun. Durham
and Hall.
Fire Department and City Property—Aid. Thompson;
Coun. Howes and Thompson.
By-Laws and Police Regulations—Aid. Hatch; Coun.
Sylvester and Staples.
Enrolled Ordinances—Aid. Hatch; Coun. Field and
Payson.
Sidewalks—Aid. Simmons; Coun. Durham and Hall.
Cemeteries—Aid. Clements; Coun. Howes and Mosher.
Sewers—Aid. Clements; Coun. Payson and Sylvester.
Lights—Aid. Thompson; Coun. Durham and Staples.
State Pensions—Aid. Cooper, Simmons and Clements.

